
 

 

Join the St. Peter Parish community in welcoming  

Jon Leonetti, renowned speaker and author. Jon will 
present a 4-event Parish Mission, April 8—10, 2018. 

Come all three evenings (6:30pm), and for one 

morning session (9:00am) on April 9.  

Childcare will be provided free of charge in the evenings.  

RSVP for childcare to 573-636-8159 by April 5, 2018. 
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our parish family closer 
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Keys to the Kingdom 
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church 

...I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven...Matt 16:18, 19 
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SURGE OF THE HEART 
THREE EVENINGS   ONE MISSION   TOTALLY CATHOLIC 



 

 

On Wednesday, January 17 in the Cathedral Undercroft the March for Life students attended Mass with Bishop 
Gaydos and Bishop Elect McKnight.  After the  Mass at Noon, thirty-two St. Peter students and twelve chaperones, 
along with students and chaperones from various other schools,  boarded buses and traveled to Washington D.C.  The 
pilgrimage ran through Saturday, January 20th.  The St. Peter students stayed in D.C.  at St. Anthony of Padua Catho-
lic School.  Students slept on the cafeteria floor and gym floors.  The students also went to the Holocaust Museum 
and were able to meet a survivor of Auschwitz and a woman who was saved on the Kinder transport. The buses 
then  proceeded to the National Basilica of the Immaculate Conception for Mass in the evening.  The students enjoyed 
meeting all the religious sisters and brothers from around the world that attended Mass at the National Basilica. Dur-
ing the Rally students listened to President Trump speak and then walked in the March for Life.  During the March 
they walked with the Missouri Right to Life group and banner.  It was a very faith filled pilgrimage for the students 
and chaperones.  

 

 

2 

St Peter Interparish School 8th Grade par cipate in March for Life 
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by Carolyn Weider 

Through the Holy Eucharist, God becomes as much a part of our being as the food and drink that keep our bodies alive. 
He stays with us as long as we don’t evict him by ignoring the laws of right and wrong.  The prayer that Jesus offers to 
his Father in John chapter 17 confirms this.  In John chapter 15, verse 1, Jesus says that the Father leaves only the 
branches that bear fruit, and these he prunes so that they bear even more fruit. In verse 5, he says, “Whoever remains in 
me and I in him will bear much fruit.” Generation after generation of saints have taken these words to heart and been 
given gifts of sublime prayer in return. 

When she was a small child, St. Therese, the Little Flower, imagined the Christ Child as her playmate. She shared her 
toys with him. This sharing matured as she matured, leading to Jesus sharing openly with her in her adulthood. St. Tere-
sa of Avila called her prayer mental prayer, or prayer from her imagination. She imagined the outermost room of her 
soul as being chaotic with distractions, temptations, confusion, doubts, -- all the tools of the devil. As she prayed and 
implored God’s help, she gradually moved into calmer, more comfortable rooms, with progressively less presence of 
evil as she journeyed inward. Finally she reached her innermost room, where only God resided in all his goodness and 
beauty.  

Hundreds, even thousands, of saints have experienced this same journey. The circumstances differ, the landscape var-
ies, the helps and hindrances are tailored by God to fit the individual pilgrim, but the journey always progresses from 
the world outside to God within. Every person who has accepted Christ’s invitation to hear him, to believe in him, to be 
with him at  his banquet, has received an open-ended invitation to join his most-favored loved ones on this journey to 
him at the center. Each invitation is uniquely fashioned to perfectly fit the unique recipient.  

Many very good books and essays have been written about how to start and proceed on this inward journey. The goal is 
to be focused totally on sharing our imagination, our thoughts, with Christ within us. 

Most of us express our gratitude when something good happens to us. We thank God for the people who bless our lives. 
We speak of the joys of our homes, our families, our friends, our possessions, our travels, our health. All of this is very 
good. God surely must be pleased when we express our thankfulness for all that helps us to live comfortably.  

However, life on earth is not all good, not all joyful, and rarely comfortable for very long for most people. We all have 
worries, disappointments, discomforts, aches and pains, illnesses, frustrations. Sometimes we feel abandoned, isolated, 
unappreciated, betrayed, misunderstood. These are our sufferings, our crosses, our Calvary. Jesus gave his Way of the 
Cross to us for our redemption. We can give our sufferings to Jesus to thank him for being all that he is. We can quiet 
down, place ourselves in his presence, and tell him exactly what we are suffering, in many words or few, stoically or 
dramatically, but always with love. We can compare our hurts with some aspect of his own suffering, acknowledging 
that he knows exactly what we are feeling because he experienced it himself, and feeling compassion for and gratitude 
to him. Sharing his suffering and asking him to share ours can forge a bond that transcends the cares of this world and 
can allow us to be in a peacefulness that only he can give.  

The many, many saints and those holy but not-yet-saints who have meditated on and contemplated the sufferings and 
teachings of Christ all agree. God wants our love, our prayers, our offerings of our joys and sorrows. He wants to be 
invited to share in every aspect of our lives. It is true that we can offer him every moment of our days and nights simply 
by telling him so in prayer, but how much more meaningful it is when we quiet down, place ourselves in his presence, 
and talk lovingly to him about any and all things that are important to us at the moment.  

Jesus has demonstrated so often to so many people that he cares about us, that he is interested in each of us. Jesus (and 
Blessed Mother Mary) have told so many saints that happiness will not happen in their earthly lives. Prime examples 
include Bernadette Soubirous of Lourdes, the children of Fatima, Sister Josepha Menendez of Divine Mercy Devotion.  

There are so many great teachers: St. Francis of Assisi, St. Ignatius, St. Teresa of Avila, St. Theresa of Calcutta, St. 
John Paul II, etc., etc. They all have something for us to learn, things that help us on our journey.  

In the end, what is needed is that we each simply speak to Jesus, in our own way, where he is – in our hearts or waiting 
at the confessional. We need to tell him our concerns, then offer those concerns to him. Offer them to him in consola-
tion, to make up for those who are refusing his gifts. Or, we can offer them to him for our private intentions. Perhaps, 
some day, we will sense him saying, “Beloved child, come live in my heart, as I live in your heart.” 

REDEMPTIVE SUFFERING 



 

 

By: Margaret Jones 

 

Last year, if you would have told me that I’d be spending my first spring break at Benedictine College in a 
third-world country I would have said “You’re crazy!” After all, spring break is meant to be spent on a tropi-
cal beach with many friends and few responsibilities, right?  

Apparently, this was not the Lord’s plan for me because come spring break of 2017, I found myself walking 
down a narrow dirt road in the small mountain village of Joya de los Cedros in Guatemala. Little did I know 
that the week I was about to spend there would be a week that would truly impact my life and my relation-
ship with the Lord.  

We were told beforehand that the mission was going to be “a mission of 
mercy,” meaning that while we were there we wouldn’t be doing one spe-

cific thing. Instead, we would be doing many different tasks depending on what the village was most 
in need of at that time.  

Watching our “mission of mercy” unfold was one of the most beautiful things I’ve ever witnessed. The 
main project we were working on throughout the week was helping with the construction of a small church for the village, as their 
nearest church was a 30-mile hike down the mountain. Previous Benedictine students raised funds for this construction and it was 
amazing to see it becoming a physical reality. 

We also were also able to bring the community fourteen suitcases full of donations. The donations ranged from clothes and shoes, to 
school supplies and toys.  We also provided each family in the village with a bag of various medicines and supplies that they didn’t 
have access to otherwise.  

One of my favorite jobs that we got to do was when we worked in the local schools. We spent our time there playing games and 
chatting with the kids about their lives and about our shared faith. 

Having taken French in high school, I was nervous that I would have nothing to add to our interactions with these children, but I 
quickly learned that the kids didn’t care that I couldn’t speak with them directly. They just loved having someone there that was there 
for the sole purpose of being with them. Overall, I was astounded at the bond we formed even without my understanding of their lan-
guage. 

It would be impossible for me to try and recount every amazing detail about this trip, much less be able to put it 
into words, but I can say that during my week there I witnessed a never-ending flow of God’s mercy and love.  

The villagers never ceased to amaze me with how much they gave to us. They opened their homes to us and 
fed us with what little they had. The kids made us bracelets and cards, while the whole community pitched in to 
give us thank you gifts. It was incredible. I don’t think I’ve ever witnessed that much generosity and love for 
foreigners who were nothing but strangers at the time. I will never forget what being part of that community felt 
like and how I was able to feel God’s hand at work as I served Him through the people of Guatemala.  

I wanted to bring back these lessons I learned and apply them to my everyday life by serving and loving God through my local com-
munity. I also didn’t feel like my work in Guatemala was finished. That is why this spring I am thrilled to once again return to Joya de 
los Cedros where I will be able to grow even stronger in community with the villagers and the Lord.  

I am so excited to see what God has in store for me this year, and how He will use me to 
spread His word and His love in the world. 

For the past several months I have been fundraising for this trip and am very close to my goal, 
however the trip is fast approaching and I still have a bit more left to raise!  

That being said, I would be very grateful for any contributions that you could make towards the 
trip! Every little bit helps!  

Continued on page 5 4 

A Spring Break Like No Other 



 

 

 

 

I humbly ask you to be as generous as you can; this is a great way to be actively involved in this 
incredible mission and to change the lives of many. This is also a great way for you to join me in 
doing corporal and spiritual works of mercy in Guatemala. 

Benedictine College is a 501-c3 non-profit organization and all donations are tax deductible. If you 
are willing to help me in my mission, donations can be made via mail, over the phone, and even on-
line (contact me for the link). 

If you wish to donate using a check please make the check out to “Benedictine College Campus Ministry Fund” and under the memo 
line write “Guatemala Mission Trip-Margaret Jones” and send it to my address listed below.  

If you have any questions, or want to learn more about the trip I encourage you to contact me via email or phone.  

Thank you so much and please be praying for me and my team as we embark on this journey. God bless! 

 

 Margaret Jones 
 Benedictine College   email: jone1649@ravens.benedictine.edu 
 Box #211 
 1020 North 2nd Street   phone: (573)645-2871 
 Atchison, KS 66002 
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UPDATES FROM RECENT ST. PETER 8th GRADE GRADUATES 
Several of last year’s 8th graders, now freshmen in high school, have updated us: 

Jeffrey Szumigala writes:  that he has been very busy with football in the fall.  He is at Helias and says he enjoys the environ-
ment, “because many of the teachers are faith-based and set amazing examples for students.”  In particular, he describes his 
theology class (taught by parishioner Mark Rehagen) as “going deeper into the Catholic faith, and learning more and more 
about God in our brain, (how to) transfer it to our hears, and wear Him on our sleeves.” 

Maddie Truesdale writes that she is thrilled to be at Helias and having many new experiences—she participates in tennis, show 
choir, Library Squad and French Club.  She also reports that she has done well in her classes.   

Bryce Haake writes about his theology class at Helias—studying Sacred Scripture, literary senses, and Vatican II.  He is expe-
riencing all these as much new information and recommends that students get more religion even in lower grades.   

Abby Magee says she has a better appreciation for St. Peter’s now that she has moved on to Helias.  She has experienced that 
she has to guide her own learning much more than at the more “family”-oriented grade school.  She hopes to achieve a 4.0 
GPA and play volleyball.  She appreciates some of the freedoms high school affords.   

Aubrie Morff tells of the difficulty of transitioning from a place with which she was so familiar (after all the years at St. Peter 
Grade School) to a place with confusing hallways and many, many new people.  After a quarter, she had those obstacles fairly 
well conquered and is settling in; she hopes to be involved in golf, student council, and color guard. 

Evan Backues evaluates that St. Peter prepared him well for Helias; he mentions that St. Peter faculty had high expectations for 
students, so that made the transition to higher grades easier.  Evan and others mentioned how much they liked the variety in the 
lunch room at Helias.  He says “a large effort is put forth to help guide students through their spiritual lives.” 

Cailey Rademan has joined the cheerleading team at Helias.  She misses St. Peter School and says her grades started off 
“shaky.”  

We can pray that things have improved for her and all our alums and parishioners—and that they keep improving and growing 
in their Christian life.   

Continued from page 4  
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by Sr. Jeanette von Herrmann, OSB 

Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday on the same day! What a combination! It appears that the calendar is mixed up. It 
seems as though we shouldn’t be celebrating and enjoying “heart” day, with the usual flowers, chocolates, bright red 
decorations, hugs and kisses and at the same time, begin the season of Lent which usually brings a sense of gloom 
and doom along with the greyness of winter and the call to penance and fasting. However, perhaps it is a great mixture 
or blend that really was made in heaven. What better way to begin Lent than to reflect on how we are called to change 
our hearts? What better way to celebrate Valentine’s Day than to reflect on how we are called to become more loving? 

God constantly calls to each of us: “Receive my love that is freely offered, accept my invitation to have your ways of 
loving become more like mine.” This is the real message of Valentine’s Day. This is the meaning at the bottom of the 
chocolate heart. Love is meant to be received and embraced, to be rooted in God’s faithful loving kindness, and to be 
shared with all of those who journey alongside us. 

Lent’s basic message is be open and ready to change so that our response to God’s love may increase. Lent isn’t just 
a time to remember that we are dust. Rather, we are to remember that God’s spirit of love was breathed into us when 
we were merely dust. That dust was transformed into a living being, capable of loving God and all creation (Gn 2:7). 
Lent is a point of turning or returning to our God, a season when our hearts can expand as God fills them with love. 

As part of that transformation from dust to living, loving beings, Lent encourages us to ponder those times when we 
haven’t been images of God, when we have not loved as God wishes. Lent is a time of conversion, a time when we are 
meant to turn from thoughts and actions that set us apart from one another. Then we can claim once more that we are 
Valentine people, full of expressed love and willingness to be a gift to others so that they too will know God’s love. 

The Scriptures are full of references to love, affection, January-February 2018 9 and relational commitment. An obvious 
message is proclaimed throughout both testaments long before John records it explicitly: “God is love, and whoever 
remains in love remains in God and God in him” (1 Jn 4:16). Love is who God is, not just what God does or feels. Like-
wise, since we are created in God’s image and are called to be witnesses to God’s love, we should strive to be icons of 
love, not just act in loving ways. We must be valentines, not just send them to others. 

Scripture uses metaphors or symbols to present God’s love and our successes or failures at loving. The foremost of 
these picture-words is that of the heart. This human organ becomes the shorthand to explain a range of relationships 
and commitments, not only feelings or emotions. 

We are reminded that our hearts need to be faithful, repentant or contrite, forgiving, thankful, joyous, courageous, and 
understanding. These adjectives describe the feelings and commitments of those who have set their hearts on God. 
They have chosen to walk with God and to become more like the divine being who calls them to be good and loving. 
They are becoming God’s valentines. 

These kinds of hearts constantly seek God. It isn’t that they haven’t found God; the search itself implies that God has 
already chosen to enter their hearts and has already invited a response. Perhaps by their search, these hearts are hop-
ing to discover how to serve God with a whole heart and a willing mind (1 Chr 28:9) or to uncover how their hearts may 
be completely true to the Lord (1 Kgs 8:61). As we progress in that search, the more we understand that we have been 
taken into God’s life. This relationship “is not too wondrous or remote for you. No, it is something very near to you, in 
your mouth and in your heart, to do it” (Dt 30:11, 14). God doesn’t make our journey to the kingdom difficult. Rather, 
God yearns to reveal the divine heart to all. 

Heartfelt Change: Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday 

Con nued on Page 7 



 

 

Con nued from page 6 
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One of the most profound calls of the heart appears in the Sermon on the Mount when Jesus states, “Blessed are the 
pure of heart, for they shall see God” (Mt 5:8). The Greek word translated as “pure” has the sense of being clean, un-
contaminated, and free from ulterior motives. It implies a focus on God that will not be redirected, altered, or corrupted. 
This kind of heart is a pre-requisite for us to “see God.” This vision is more figurative than literal. It suggests a recogni-
tion, perception, or experience of God in all of creation, in every divine act, in the kindness of others, in all good things. 
This experience is similar to Jesus’ comment in John 3:3-5 that one needs to be born again to see the kingdom of God. 
Re-birth, new life, and purity of heart express the interior changes that allow the person to perceive and acknowledge 
God’s presence and loving influence. These are the heart changes that Lent is all about. If we experience and know 
God more deeply, then we might possess changed hearts. 

Purity of heart is comparable to another heart theme: whole heartedness. The phrases “with a whole heart” and “with all 
your heart and soul” appear many times in the scriptures. Moses instructed the Israelites about their God first with a 
statement of faith: “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord alone” (Dt 6:4). In the next verse God taught the Isra-
elites the response to make to the One who had chosen them: “You shall love the Lord, your God, with your whole 
heart, and with your whole being, and with your whole strength.” This is a monotheistic proclamation of faith, but it is 
also a statement that this God must be the sole focus of our commitment. 

Moses continued his instructions: 

Take to heart these words which I command you today. Keep repeating them to your children. Recite them when you 
are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you get up. Bind them on your arm as a sign and let 
them be as a pendant on your forehead. Write them on the doorposts of your houses and on your gates. (Deuteronomy 
6:6-9) 

God’s words, which tell us to love with all we are and with all our strength, are to be inscribed in our hearts. They are so 
important that we must never forget them; we must always teach them to the next generation; they must be with us at 
all times and in all places. Our hearts become the vehicles for both those words and for God’s love. Thus, these 
heartvehicles carry the grace needed to embody love. 

The Mosaic instruction to “love the Lord your God with all your heart” is used in all three of the Synoptic Gospels. Jesus 
quotes that Deuteronomic verse in response to the question, “What is the greatest commandment?” In all these pas-
sages, Jesus then recites the second commandment that shows how the first is to be expressed: “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” The two commandments are intimately connected. Jesus makes this connection when he tells 
the parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:25-37). The scholar of the law asks, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus replies by 
asking him who acted like a neighbor to the injured man. It wasn’t the expected person. Rather, it was someone who 
was not a friend, a member of the family, or of the same ethnic or religious group. Jesus challenges the scholar, as he 
does us, to see that we must have hearts that love as God loves: unconditionally, completely, without reservations. Per-
haps this is the challenge to which we can continue to respond during this Lent. Can we change our hearts so that they 
can recognize God in the stranger, the guest, the annoying teenager, the elderly, the non-English speaking, the poor, 
and even our broken selves? 

This Lent is a good time to once more fall in love with God, with God’s invitation to live a Gospel life, and with our 
neighbors. This Lent is a good time to ponder what it means for each of us to love with all our hearts, souls, and minds. 
This Lent is a good time to be God’s valentines, to be sent to offer God’s love to everyone we meet. 

 

This article was copied at the request of parish nurse Alice Kuehn and with permission from the 

Spirit&Life magazine that is published bimonthly by 

The Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, 31970 State Highway P, Clyde, MO 64432-8100 



 

 

 

Keys to the Kingdom newsletter is published by St. Peter Parish, Jefferson City, MO. 

Telephone: 573-636-8159         E-mail: pastor@saintpeterjc.org, or  bulletin@saintpeterjc.org          Website: www.saintpeterjc.org 

Please send in articles or information you would like to see in the newsletter. You can also send in pictures to go with 
your stories. Everything submitted must be signed — nothing anonymous — we want you to get all of the credit. Just 
drop your material by the parish office or put it in the collection plate in an envelope marked NEWSLETTER.  

If you don’t see your item in the next issue, don’t get discouraged! We may be holding it for a later issue. If you send in 
pictures, please be sure to include the names of all the people in the picture, the name and date of an event, a contact 
name and telephone number. 

Wednesday, June 29th 
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By Sr. Barbara Neist, SSND 
 

“Missionary Disciples” is the theme of the Fifth National Encuentro of Hispanic/Latino Ministry. The main goal of the 
V Encuentro is to discern ways in which the Church in the U.S. can better respond to the Hispanic presence, and to 
strengthen the ways in which Hispanics respond to the call to the New Evangelization as missionary disciples serv-
ing the entire Church. 

Parish level events were held this past summer as preparation for the culminating national gathering to be held in 
September 2018. There were several small group gatherings in homes to reflect on five themes inspired by Pope 
Francis’ call to foster a culture of Encounter. In the next step, a group met at St. Peter’s on July 16 to reflect on and 
provide feedback for the Diocesan level gathering. Enrique Castro, the Diocesan Director of Hispanic & Cross-
Cultural Ministry, facilitated the gathering. 

The group highlighted three main areas of concern: 

The call to be a welcoming community 
The desire to reach out to inactive Catholics or those who have left the Church 
The importance of reaching out to youth, and enlivening their faith as future leaders in the Church.  

Participants ended the day with a renewed commitment to share the joy of the Gospel and to be missionary disciples 
within their own families and community. 

 

Participants in St. Peter’s Encuentro gathering included Sisters Miriam Bannon and Peggy Bonnot, CCVI, Enrique 
Castro, and the Guillen, Cepeda, Guevara and Velazquez families. 

FIFTH NATIONAL ENCUENTRO OF HISPANIC/LATINO MINISTRY 
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