“Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time will come.” - MARK 13:33
We all take things for granted. In particular, we take time for granted. Our lives are so busy, many
of us are planning our time - our days, weeks, months, even years in advance. Remember, our time
on earth is a gift. None of us knows how long we will be here. Start today and begin thanking God
for each and every day. Take time in silence, every day, and listen to what God is saying to you.
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We, the parish community of St. Peter Catholic
Church, profess our belief in the teachings of
Jesus Christ through word, worship, education
and action.

Pastor

Fr. Charles D. Pardee
pastor@saintpeterjc.org

Associate Pastor

Fr. Simeon A. Etonu
frsetonu@saintpeterjc.org

Parish School of Religion (PSR)
Roger & Theresa Backes
rbackes6@aol.com
Director of Music & Ministries
Lisa Fender
stpeterorganist@gmail.com
Youth and Young Adults
Parish Nurse

Alice Kuehn
akuehn@saintpeterjc.org
Sacramental / Parish Records Beverly McCracken
bmccracken@saintpeterjc.org
Receptionist / Bulletin Coordinator Denise Mueller
dmueller@saintpeterjc.org
Business Manager
Michelle Truesdale
mtruesdale@saintpeterjc.org
Parish Office Hours and Contact Information
Office Hours:
7:30am - 4:30pm, Monday - Friday
Telephone
573-636-8159
Fax
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parish@saintpeterjc.org
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bulletin@saintpeterjc.org
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www.saintpeterjc.org
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St. Peter Church /
St. Peter Parish Youth Ministry
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Twitter@stpeterteens
St. Peter Interparish School
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Telephone
573-636-8922
Fax
573-636-8410
E-mail
saints@stpeterjc.org
Website
www.stpeterjc.org
St. Vincent de Paul
For information or assistance, call 573-632-2634
Prayer and Adoration
If you need prayers, or to volunteer to pray for the needs
of others, call 694-5670 (please speak slowly and distinctly). Thank you.
E-prayer email address: prayerline@saintpeterjc.org
To sign up for adoration, contact the number listed next to
the hour in which you are interested.

Weekly Schedule
Sunday, December 03
Children’s Liturgy, 9:30am Mass
Confirmation, 9:30am, Fr. Ahrens
PSR Breakfast, Poinsettia Sale & Quilt Raffle, 7:30am - 1:30am,
Selinger Center
Advent Evening Prayer, 6pm, Church

Monday, December 04
Spirit Alive, 5:15pm, Church

Tuesday, December 05
Chorale, 7pm, Church
RCIA, 7pm, Fr. Ahrens
Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions, 7pm, Chapel

Wednesday, December 06
Property Committee, 6pm, SSND
Ladies Sodality Potluck, 6:30pm, Fr. Ahrens
Liturgy Committee, 7pm, Christian Brothers
PSR, 7pm, School

Thursday, December 07
Matthew Bible Study, 6:15pm, Fr. Ahrens
Choir, 7pm, Church

Sunday, December 10
Children’s Liturgy, 9:30am Mass
Coffee & Doughnuts, after 7:30am & 9:30am Mass
Bob & Pat Dulle Reception, after 9:30am Mass, Fr. Ahrens
Advent Evening Prayer, 6pm, Church
LECTORS - Please pick up your books in the ramp entrance
REV. FRANK BUSSMAN died suddenly last week; his funeral
was Tuesday at St. Peter’s Parish in Fulton where he was serving when he died. Fr. Bussman was associate pastor here
when he was newly-ordained in 2006 until 2009. Please pray
for his eternal rest.

LADIES SODALITY ANNUAL

Ladies of the Parish, we invite you to attend our annual potluck and business meeting, Wednesday evening, December
6, at 6:30, in the Father Ahrens Room. We will provide meat
entree, coffee, tea. Please bring a vegetable dish, salad, or
dessert to share.
The Daughters of Isabella, Glennon Circle 322, will be meeting
on Monday, December 4, at the Knights of Columbus Hall on
Tanner Bridge Road. Snacks will start at 6:00 p.m. with the
business meeting to follow at 6:30 p.m. Please plan to attend.

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Thursday, December 7, 7pm
Friday, December 8, 7am, 12:03pm,
1:30pm & 5:15pm
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From the Bishop

Mass Intentions for the Week
MONDAY 12/04

7:00am Laurentia Hamacher
12:03pm John Dampf

†
†

TUESDAY 12/05

7:00am Mary Lou Bax
12:03pm Charles Doerhoff (anniversary)

†
†

WEDNESDAY 12/06

7:00am Andrew Bielecki
12:03pm Gerald Hasenbeck

†
†

THURSDAY 12/07

7:00am Margaret Schade
12:03pm Dale Eynard (anniversary)
7:00pm F. B. Schulte family

†
†
L&D

FRIDAY 12/08

7:00am
12:03pm
1:30pm
5:15pm

Vic Rosskopf
James May
Dick and Melba Willibrand
People of the Parish

†
†
†

SATURDAY 12/09

6:00pm

Bill Horvath (anniversary)

†

SUNDAY 12/10

7:30am Herbert & Mildred Kiesling
9:30am Members of the Wiseman/Walje families
11:30am Mary Ann Bond
1:00pm (Spanish) People of the Parish

†
L&D
†
†

December 3, 2017
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Welcome to the beginning of a new Year of Grace! If it seems
to you that this year’s Advent season is unusually short, you
are correct. This Advent is as brief as it could possibly be, a
mere three weeks and then one day, the Fourth Sunday of
Advent. It is a good reminder that we must always be preparing for the coming of Christ with a sense of urgency.
The Gospel readings for the Second and Third Sundays of
Advent provide us with the familiar, motivating message of
John the Baptist: prepare the way of the Lord and make
straight His paths. We can open wide the doors of our hearts
to receive Christ by the grace of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We can provide Christ a warm welcome into our hearts
by beautifully decorating them with acts of charity for the poor
and the lonely. These are things we normally do during Advent, and should continue to do throughout the entire year, in
order to remain ever watchful for our Savior’s coming in glory.
Then our very lives will be an expression of our longing for
God’s Kingdom. Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus!
With my best wishes and personal regards, I am
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Weekly Collections
November 5, 2017
November 12, 2017
November 19, 2017
November 26, 2017
November 30, 2017

$
$
$
$
$

50,858.17
54,717.63
29,725.38
19,928.60
4,560.00

Budget for November
Total Collected for November
Difference

$
$
$

164,870.16
159,789.78
- 5,080.38

Budget Goal As of Oct. 31, 2017
Total Collected As of Oct. 31, 2017
Difference

$
$
$

659,480.64
656,984.36
- 2,496.28

FACILITY & PROPERTY MAINT. Nov.
$
FACILITY & PROPERTY MAINT. FYear $

6,894.00
31,633.00

SAMARITAN CENTER
CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOP.

$
$

PARISH HOLY DAYS/HOLIDAY
OFFICE HOURS

December 22: closed
December 25: closed
December 29: Closes at noon
January 1: closed

3,804.82
2,395.00

As of Wednesday, November 29

We extend a very special welcome to our friends and visitors who have come to pray with us this weekend. Whether you're just having a look, or are searching for a place
to worship, we're delighted to have you here. We trust
that our worship will be joyful and encouraging to all and
hope that you find a warm welcoming community here at
St. Peter Parish.
May God bless you.

Most Reverend John R. Gaydos
Bishop Emeritus of Jefferson City
Apostolic Administrator

Congratulations!
CONGRATULATIONS TO DEACON BOB DULLE (AND HIS
WIFE PAT) FOR 40 YEARS OF DIACONATE SERVICE. In
September, the Jefferson City Diocese celebrated 40 years
of the restored permanent diaconate in our diocese; a major
Mass was held at St. Joseph’s cathedral. Our own Deacon
Bob Dulle is a member of that original group of deacons ordained by Bishop McAuliffe. We will add our own coda to
that celebration at the 9:30 Mass on Sunday, December
10. Come and pray with Bob and Pat during that Eucharist
and join them with your good wishes at a reception in the Fr.
Ahrens room following.
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Liturgical Ministers
Weekend of December 02– December 03
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion

06:00pm: Rev. Deacon, Karen Balcer, Mary Hegeman, Clara
Hillen, Jo Ann Horvath, Jim Ludwig, Mary Lynn Ludwig, Mark
Struemph
07:30am: Rev. Deacon, Brent Cain, Jennifer Godwin, Judy
Holzhauser, Dottie Kempker, Elizabeth Leuckel, Julie Morff,
Pat Oidtman
09:30am: Rev. Deacon, Joyce Amick, Linda Bange, Nancy
Bochat, Mary Fischer, Gerry Kliethermes, Jane Stratman, Paul Urzi
11:30am: Rev. Deacon, Linda Crider, Lorena Mercer, Linda
Phillips, Pat Reinkemeyer, Pauline Seabaugh, Debbie Snyder,
Michelle Truesdale
Lectors

Mass Coordinators

6:00pm:
7:30am:
9:30am:
11:30am:

Arthur McGeorge
Pat Seifert
Mary Koeneman
Cecilia Whalen

6:00pm:
7:30am:
9:30am:
11:30am:

Mark Rehagen
Diane Winegar
Sherry Mariea
Stephen Stark

Ushers

6:00pm: Ken Altheuser, Elmer Bax, Terry Kremer, Sue Reed
7:30am: Ed Kempker, Carolyn Ousley, Harold Ousley, Michael Wiseman
9:30am: Ski Mariea, Doug Schneller, Glen Stratman, Jeremiah Winegar
11:30am: Pat Dudenhoeffer, Richard Mosha, Matt Renner,
Shayne Taylor
Altar Servers

6:00pm:
7:30am:
9:30am:
11:30am:

Kailey Cracraft, Taylor Gaffke, Luke Hinton
Jonathan Campbell, Lauren Gassen, Lydia Gassen
Brianna Kiral, Burke Winegar, Lily Winegar
Patrick Conley, Maddie Renner, Paul Truesdale
Cantors & Musicians

6:00pm:
7:30am:
9:30am:
11:30am:

Chorale
David Bange, Lisa Fender
Spirit Alive
Peter’s Rock

Straighten Books: Before 12/7, Suzanne Schneider and Melvin

Schulte on 12/9

Vocations Spotlight
Please keep in your thoughts and prayers the men from our Diocese
and parish who are studying for the priesthood or consecrated life. You
may send a note or card of encouragement or thanks if you wish. In the
spotlight this week:

Matthew P. Lorang
(December 13)
Conception Seminary College
P.O. Box 502
Conception, MO 64433

New Breaking Bread Books
Breaking Bread is our new missalette/song book this year. The
readings are in the front and the songs in the back. These books
are a lot thicker than the Companion Missal, so your care is
needed in putting them in the book racks. Care is also needed
when placing the Gather hymnal in the book rack so that the
Breaking Bread book isn’t torn. These books will need to last
until the end of next November. We all enjoy having our
church look neat and beautiful. Your help is greatly appreciated!

NURSE’S NOTES
Here comes Advent: Preparing for Christmas
Advent is the time for us to “ponder anew what the Almighty can
do...” Let us also ponder what we can do to prepare for His
coming. Advent is a wonderful time to pause amidst the busyness of our daily life and to be more attentive to our spiritual,
mental and physical health. The Advent and Christmas Seasons
get filled up with a lot of stuff - so take a look at your busy
schedule and see if you can plan less and relax, pray and meditate more. Maybe you could read some of Luke’s gospel readings of the Nativity every day. Consider participating in some of
the Advent liturgies and activities as a specific way to prepare
for His coming. Make healthy recreation a part of your preparation but take some time to reflect on what entertainment activities you will enjoy during Advent and Christmas. Perhaps you
will simply want to watch your four favorite Christmas movies on
the Saturdays before each of the four Sundays of Advent. With
a lot of fresh popcorn, It’s a Wonderful Life, for example, is a
wonderful film to start with.
As you begin to prepare spiritually for Christmas, remember
also to pray for those who are so much in need of food, clothing
and shelter around the world - those hard hit this year from fires,
hurricanes and earthquakes and in the war-torn Middle East, as
well as those in our own community who are alone and/or in
need of comfort and assistance. In addition, not only pray, but
also reach out to help, perhaps by helping with the Samaritan
Giving Tree or some other Christmas “service project.” Remember to pray for all parishioners hospitalized, homebound or in
residential care. If you would like to help with visiting homebound or in other ways, please call Alice at the parish office.
Parish nurse office hours are by appointment. You may contact
me at 636-8159x369 or via email akuehn@saintpeterjc.org.
Prayer Partners December Intention: We pray that our Advent
journey will led each of us closer to God and better able to prepare for Christ’s coming and that our everyday actions and
choices lead to a deeper understanding and belief in the goodness of God and the dignity of each person. And we pray for the
blessing of shalom within our families, within our parish, within
our country and between warring nations, between rich and
poor, and between people of different color, culture, and heritage. May there be Peace on Earth.

Supporting the Men and Women
in the Armed Forces
Many of our parishioners are serving in the Armed Forces. Please pray for all
those who serve our country. This week, pray especially for Mike Roberts
who is serving in the Army National Guard and Brian Hoelscher, who is
serving in the Army. Call 636-8159 if you have information to be updated or
names to add to this list of very special people.
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Advent Penance Service Schedule
December 10 St. Stanislaus at Wardsville 6:30 pm
December 11 St. Francis Xavier at Taos 7:00 pm
December 12 St. Andrew at Holt Summit 7:00 pm
December 13 St. Michael at Russellville 7:00 pm
December 13 St. Margaret at Osage Bend 7:00 pm
December 17 Cathedral of Saint Joseph 2:00 pm
December 18 St. Peter 7:00 pm
December 19 Immaculate Conception 7:00 pm
December 20 St. Martin at St Martins 7:00 pm
December 21 Annunciation at California 7:00 pm

Thank you to everyone who has selected an ornament. We
invite you to choose any remaining ornaments, purchase the
gift, wrap, and place the ornament back on the OUTSIDE of the
gift as the tag. Please bring your gifts to Mass next week and
place them under the tree. We kindly ask that all gifts be returned no later than December 17th. You may also return gifts
to the Parish Life Center.
If you have saved any large cardboard boxes for this project,
those can be brought to the Parish Life Center.
Please call or email Codi Lauf or Jamie Strope with questions.
Codi Lauf (573)301-3299 codilauf@aol.com
Jamie Strope (573)301-1313 jamie.strope@yahoo.com

There is no doubt of the sacredness in which we hold the Eucharist in our faith—both its celebration and its presence. We
have the most serious responsibility to maintain this maximum
reverence for it. I hope we all approach the Eucharistic celebration and the reception of the Eucharist with that utmost reverence.
We have many generous laity who have been commissioned
(and sanctioned by Bishop Gaydos) to be Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist; their duties, when commissioned by the
Church, are to assist with distribution of the Eucharist at Mass
and to carry the Eucharist to those unable to attend Mass. The
Church sees this role as a great blessing and a great privilege. We are thankful for this ministry.
However, we also have something of a problem, perhaps from a
misunderstanding of lay involvement and from a too-casual view
of the Eucharist itself.
The development in our parish of a minister going down the side
aisle and distributing to anyone who raises their hand and the
spread of this distribution to other areas of the Church does not
lend itself to the proper reverence for the Eucharist and its distribution. We are happy to assist those who cannot easily come
forward for the Eucharist by distribution to the handicap pews;
however, all others must respect the Church’s ritual of “coming
forward” to Christ and using every Communion procession as a
sign of our life’s journey, our discipleship. The Sanctuary of the
Church represents heaven and we show ourselves as always
journeying toward heaven during this life. We have heard God’s
Word coming from the sanctuary in the Liturgy of the Word and
recognize that God is speaking to each one of us; then we literally pick ourselves up and respond by approaching the sound of
His voice as we approach the Sanctuary in the communion procession.
In order to preserve proper reverence for this faith of the
Church, we will try to adjust 2 aspects of Communion distribution here:
We have ample handicap seating for those unable to come
forward for the reception of Communion: 3 pews, one as
soon as one enters the handicapped entrance with a wide
aisle in front of it and also the front pews on either side of
the church. We will sign these pews as handicapped pews
and it is (only) to these that the designated ministers will
distribute communion during Masses.
Extraordinary ministers who take communion to the sick are
the only ones to receive communion in pyxes; these should
be filled after Mass (not in the communion procession) in
conjunction with a priest or deacon as the communion vessels are purified.
Thank you for your cooperation in understanding and preserving
the sacredness of our faith.
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St. Peter School News
To my very dear St. Peter and St. Andrew families,
Our spring musical or spring play needs a couple directors!
Last year, Mrs. Stuckenschneider and Mrs. Jones decided to
end their directorship of the spring musical. We were so very
blessed to have Keith Enloe, Marti O’Connor and Paula Backues step up and work hard to create the amazing production of
“Godspell”. 25+ of our 6th, 7th & 8th grade students were involved! If you were in attendance, you know it was an evening
to remember!
Keith had planned to direct again this year. But due to family
needs, he had to decide to step aside until next year. Marti has
moved to a different city. Paula will be working with one of our
parents to transition the administrative tasks.
So now we are reaching out to you! Many of our parents volunteer to be coaches, etc. We really need 2 people – a person
willing to be the director, and possibly a person to be the music
director. All will need to work closely with each other. If there is
no person to be the music director, then possibly we may need
to think about having a play instead of a musical. The director
will manage the stage rehearsals. The musical director will
manage the singing / choreography rehearsals.
The performance dates are Mar. 1, 2 & 3. Historically rehearsals have been approximately 2 hours a day, 4 days a week for 6
weeks. Rehearsals are usually held from 3:15 until 5:00. This
may need to change depending on the work schedule of the
new directors.
One other necessary change: Last year’s spring musical was
offered to students in grades 6, 7 & 8. It is a possibility that 5 th
grade may be included again this year.
If you feel you are interested in being involved as one of the
positions mentioned above, or know of someone who would be
good for this type of service, please contact me through email at
dstuckenschneider@stpeterjc.org as soon as possible.
Musically yours,
Mrs. Donna Stuckenschneider

Vespers
Perpetual Adoration
Adoration Vacancies
Sunday, 5am, call Shirley Andrews, 690-6884
Sunday, 7am, call Shirley Andrews, 690-6884
Sunday, 8am, call Shirley Andrews, 690-6884
Tuesday, 12am, call Mary Rehagen, 635-8547
Thursday, 4am, call Mary Rehagen, 635-8547
Thursday, 11pm, call Deacon David Thompson, 635-2406
Friday, 12am, call Mary Rehagen, 635-8547
Friday, 3am, call Mary Rehagen, 635-8547
Saturday, 12am, call Mary Rehagen, 635-8547
Saturday, 2am, call Mary Rehagen, 635-8547
Saturday, 2pm, call Yvonne Wittman, 893-6161
Saturday, 4pm, call Yvonne Wittman, 893-6161

Evening Prayer (“Vespers”) is one of several times during the
day when the Church gathers to sanctify the day by meditating
on Scripture, especially the Psalms. The practice began in the
Old Testament when the Psalms would be chanted in the Temple and in local synagogues. Indeed, Christ himself would have
prayed this way during his earthly ministry.
During Evening Prayer we recite Psalms, listen to a reading
from the New Testament, offer intercessory prayer and join
Mary in her own prayer by proclaiming the Magnificat.
Advent Sunday Evening Prayer provides an opportunity for us to
give the Lord the extra gift of our time and attention and give
ourselves the gift of a peaceful meditation on the Scripture in
preparation for His coming at Christmas.
Please join us December 3, 10, and 17 at 6:00 pm and let the
days of this holy season glow with Christ’s love reflected in the
Scriptures.
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Parental preparation is required for
a child to be baptized. Please plan
to attend the required class prior to
your child’s birth.
Sessions are held the first
Tuesday for first-time parents
and the third Tuesday for
“experienced” parents the
months of:
February, May, August
& November
(Baptisms are not scheduled during Lent.)

Community Baptisms will be
held the 2nd Sunday of every
other month - excluding holidays and Lent. The schedule
is as follows:
Sept. 10, 2017 June 10, 2018
Nov 12, 2017

Aug 12, 2018

Jan 14, 2018

Oct 14, 2018

April 08, 2018

Dec 09, 2018

DECEMBER 03, 2017
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Follow statewide policy by
calling the Parish Office six
months before you plan or
schedule your wedding.

DEFINITION OF AN
ACTIVE PARISHIONER

Around the Area
Dec. 03: Fall Supper, Holy Family Parish, 11:30am - 6pm,
Freeburg
Dec. 7, 8, & 9: Holiday Concert, 2:30pm daily, St. Martin’s
Church & Museum, Starkenburg
Dec. 8 & 9: Journey to Bethlehem, 6-10pm Capital City Chris
tian Church, Jefferson City
Dec. 09: Jefferson City Cantorum’s Annual Christmas
Concert, 7pm, Miller Performing Arts Center

 Is registered in the

parish
 Regularly participates
in Mass and the
Sacraments
 Supports the Parish
financially
 Annually completes a
Stewardship of Time,
Talent and Treasure
form and fulfills that
commitment

Learn how to win with your money!
Financial Peace University returns to St. Peter Tuesdays,
January 16 – March 20, 2018. Sign up to attend at https://
fpu.com/1053660.

Please patronize our bulletin advertisers it is because
of them that we receive this weekly bulletin
FREE of charge!

THANK YOU
Set your radio to 88.1 FM KHJR Catholic Radio

McDonald’s - Ruprecht Family
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